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The officers of the 1953 Huctaun Reunion take pleasure la 
present.in? to you "Ruckman Sketch*.", a orief history of the 
iarid l Rucknan family and son* of the descendants. It was 
written in t ie i ope t it it night, at least la oom* small way, 
elp us h&ve a better kno wledge and appreciation of our Rucka* 
ancestry, ,nd perhaps be a beginning for a mors extensive history, 
he wish to diank t.cae who helped, in any way, in this work* 

wishing a iiappt rlunion to rich of tou?! 

The officers of the Rucknan Reunion (1953) 
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These who brought uo hops. coarort ^na c > 
But awoken. Cor the torch they hone 

ie^fmot hold high without never nor leer. 


Jack Hoff - about 1933 
Ot-ho Wo Uuckman - July 7* 1737 

Uiaa Julia Ann Ruckman - April 16, 1938 (Age 97 years) 

Robert S la van - November 24, 1938 

Dovner Q 0 doggs - March 26, 1939 

Jo Henry Ovorliolt - about 1941 

Nra Hannah Vo Uuckman - June 3, 1943 

UTBo kary Elizabeth Uoore - June 19, 1944 

Urso Mary (Uollie) L<. Ruckman - August 8, 1944 

Elba CaUAacn - January 6, 1946 

lliss haggle Uuckman - February 26, 1946 

Richard Callieon - Hay 19, 1941 

James Ronick Uuckman - November- 4, 1947 

linio Elisa Jane Ruckman - April l6, 1949 

kr*o Everett® Uuckman • January 18, 1954 

J« Po Anderson - May 19, 1950 

bias Ollio Neff - August _, 1950 

lire., Lee V„ Ruckman - December 9, 1950 

Urs^ Ruth Ruckman Smith - April 20, 1951 

David Early Ruckman - July 20 r 1951 

A- Nr Smith - March 31, 1952 

Cary Krodell - May_, 1952 (age 4 years) 
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fanUy th. ronpon.lblllUM of u urp «tete. Thor. <-» *mp w 
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M not kaov aut) .lout, tholr ochoolln* but tt»y »«»4 to how bom .ducated, 
ib. obter »» PTOMbly aborted to .chool In H Inland Countor. Aftor 
^ .... i. onto. tboy =ay how attended th. old aonooLhoua. aaid to ham a-ood on 

to. to. v .claity of UcllmUa born., Apparently after John B„ Kuckaon cm t lb* 

io, -oL an. Koa built near the alt. of the Ructaai Canetary. Itefor. it «aa burned 
t-i*z the Civil ,ar, oom of tho younger mab.ro of the Huotoaan fnally probably 
Altered sch *ol there, and the fanily undoubtedly attended church service* in the sans 
'4*ng Sees of the ooys could have e>*w 10 school at Green dank as it ia kaom that 
■,yx oC J. .n H. Ruccune sons t*nt there,. Also, it should bo remembered that there 
«« c. school at HiUeLaro, and that the Little Levels Academy was established there 
i» Ul, 

•:j ' j .vid L Kuckman fai. ■a«# > *2y had their fun, their hopes, 

.1 f c* a*;ipclnL 3 rnt*, fe^re; and yea, at the time of che Civil Vter, there mat 
trm bean amy heartatr.es As la ever true theee people have left, to each succeeding 
r • v.» prlrUii utd re a, jot nihility of living in this great country Ol OUTS ■— 

: - v. eriLc.i, lr. 1662, b-j&iel Kuciuaon cam aeeldnc a hcne.. 
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'Titian UegxU Uuchsan, J. R Kuetawi, md km. >1 —i 
•'* «» t i »» various persons- 


Uui Otho u 



y-L 







—6 -— 


7^*-*'\ 7>l -Jcf (/ /■*- 


mar¬ 
gin- 
rices 
is on. 
7 our 


and 


Va. 




f 77 ^ 

a *> n . * J S, 
'n i, ' e*L 
rj(] br ^iy : 


’ *n 


‘*>ri 


or 


■« 11, 

* 

Oe't’tLi 

'on, ' "* 
*• 

' *u 


Pocahontas in I s ■■ - and located cn 
the plantation now owned by Fred 
Ruckman. Me died in 1841. IMs 
wife was Priscilla Wade, daughter of 
Otlio Wade. She died in 18tso. 

Their eldest son Charles married 
Margaret Griffin, and went to Ohio. 

Samuel died, aged fifteen tears 
Tile third son was Colonel John 
Wade Ruckman. His wife was Man 
gaiet Ann Moore. Their son Mathew 
married Margaret Hogsett, who lives 
at the homestead witli her son Kred. 

James Watts Ruckman married 
■Carotine Bniffey, daughter or Patrick 
BrulTey. Their son was William 
Wallace Ruckman, who married Eliz- 
beth Patton; their son Is Early Ruck¬ 
man, of Stamping Creek. James W 
Ruckman’s second wife was Caroline 
Arbogast. Their sons, the late M 
E. Ruckman; O W. Ruckman, James 
R- Ruckman, at whose home the 
I reunion will be held next Sunday. 
Their daughter, Nancy Priscilla be¬ 
came the wife of Winfield Slaven 
In the war between the States James 
W. Ruckman was a Confederate sol¬ 
dier, and died as a prisoner of war 
He served in the 19th Virginia Cav¬ 
alry. Captain Wm. MeNeel’s Company 
Otho Wade Ruckman first married 
Miss McClung, of Greenbrier county, 
a heir son Otho David, recently died 
in Greenbrier County; Their daugh¬ 
ter became the second wife of the 
late Levi Waugh of Edray. 

Clarissa became the wife of Peter 

vu r ,0l , t; Cathcrlne ' Mrs - Reter Mc¬ 
Neil. Her daughter is Mm. JohnS. 
Moore, of Marliulon, 

David, Jr., the youngest son, was a 
C.mfch.rate soidlcr and fell mortally 
wounded at Morristown, Tennessee. 
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Private Distribution 
The business of c* 
a government inonot 
distribution of mom 
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cording to an annouti 
at the Charleston po 
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The stateiuent, Isj 
nature of W lrvln> 
assistant postmaster 
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make deliveries und 
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oJiMfaf 9 °a*i Oblio Wade ituckman llrst married 
/? ,rn U) j\- '* , J a»ie Mias McGlung, of (ireenbrler county. 
l)n vl * J or&ey Their son Otho David, recently died 
® * J arsey ,1 s ° r> or In Greenbrier County; Their daugh- 
hJil** £>*vIh l?4 7. ter became the second wife of the 
u Wmo :. Jute | jev i Waugh of Edray. 

Clarissa became the wife of Peter 
Overboil; Catherine, Mrs. Peter Mc¬ 
Neil. Her daughter Is Mrs. JohnS. 
Moore, of Marlinton. 
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David, .Jr., tlie youngest son, was a 
Confederate soldier and fell mortally 
wounded at Morristown, Tennessee. 
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The rain during the early morning 
of June 19th, didn’t discourage the 
descendants of Jacob and Christina 
Cleek and their friends to gather at 
the picnic grounds at Star Chapel 
for the annual reunion of the Cleek 
Clan. By 11 o’clock live hundred 
persons had gathered to spend the 
day together and help make the 
Cleek Reunion an enjoyable gather¬ 
ing.—Bath County Enterprise. 


'a/c 




*o t . 


« I 

v /""*/, a "°i 


l 'y. 


th 


o, 


'e,. 


A»# 


The regular monthly meeting of 
the Hoard of Edray District was he'd 
at the oltlce of the County Superin¬ 
tendent on last Thursday night. All 
the members, T. D. Moore, Porter 
Kelllson and Calvin W. Price were 
present. Only matters of routine 
came u p for consideration. The next 


meeting will be held on Tuesday 
July 5. 
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Mr. and Mrs. R. M. Nlckols and 
baby and Mr. and Mrs Fred W. Wag¬ 
ner of Mt. Carmel, Pa. have returned 
hi their homes after spending a few 
days Hie guest of Mr. and Mrs. W. R. 
N Icliols of Cush. 
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I THE RUCKMANS 

Tlie Ruekman family win hold a 
1 reunion at the home of James Renick 
Ruck man at the old homestead, near 
Midpoint, on Sunday, July 3, 1932 
This is eminently tit and proper, for 
their ancestor. David Little Ruck- 
man, came to the plantation just one 
hundred years ago this year. 

The family trace their descent 
from one Samuel Ruekman, a native 
of England, born in 1643. He lived 
awhile in northeast Wales He 
brought his family to Long Island 
New York, in 1582. That same year 
he had a son, Thomas, bom on Long 
Island. The next link in the ances¬ 
tral chain is James, son of Thomas 
born in New Jersey, in 1716. Then 
comes David, son of James, born in 
New Jersey in 1747. 

1 his David was the progenitor of 
the Ruekman relationship in High¬ 
land and Pocahontas counties. He 
came to what is now southeast High¬ 
land about 1784, settling in Back 
Creek va!ley, near Bethel Church, 
Mill Gap postollice. His wife was 
Susanna Little, of New Jersey. She 
came to Pocahontas one hundred years 
“ko with her son, David, and died 
about i 846. at an advanced age. 1 
feel sure that my father knew her, as 
he was Ilf teen jours old when she 
, u ; A, 'ywey lie records the follow- 
j ¥ Interesting recollection of her. 

Mrs Ruckmui, w „„ A woman of 
‘ f*' anperailoiis and longed for soine- 
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Mill liap posLomee. ms wne was 
Susanna IdtLIe, of New Jersey. She 
came to Pocahontas one hundred years 
ago with her son, David, and died 
about 1845. at an advanced age. 1 
feel sure that my father knew her, as 
he was fifteen years old when she 
died. Anyway he records the follow¬ 
ing Interesting recollection of her. 

•‘Mrs. Ruckmai) was a woman of 
high asperatlons and longed for some¬ 
thing far better than she could get 
In New Jersey. Marvelous accounts 
seemed to have been reported about 
the beauty, wealth and happiness of 
southern homes. That in Virginia 
people lived in houses with earthen 
floors, discarding the use of wood. 
She seemed to have gathered from 
this that Uoors were of mosaic work, 
such as princes have about their 
houses in the old country. Upon 
reaching the place of destination, and 
finding what earthen doors meant on 
on the Virginia frontier, her disap- 
f ointment was so intense that she 
wished to return at once; but circum¬ 
stances were such that tills was im¬ 
possible. So the situation was ac¬ 
cepted, went to work, and a home 
was reared out of the Virginia forest.” 

Dayid and Susannah were the par¬ 
ents of four sons and four daughters: 
Samuel, John, James and David 
Little; Kll/.abeth, Sophia, Mary and 
Hannah. 

Samuel's first wife was Nancy 
lisriuiun, and Ids second Margaret 
hiavcn, I Kith of I'lK'ulionlas County. 
John went to Ohio and James sot- 
*** *'* Dluols; Mary went with her 
/' f“ Ohio; KIDuhulli ttecanie 

, J °hn Uum. 1 find no 
c '* J «d of Sophia and I 1 . 1 . 1 . . 1 . 
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I ointment was so Intense that she 
wished to return at once; but clrcum- 
stanues were such that this was Im¬ 
possible. So the situation was ac¬ 
cepted, went to work, and a home 
wus reared out of the Virginia forest." 

David and Susannah were the par¬ 
ents of four sons and four daughters: 
Samuel, John, James and David 
Little; Elizabeth, Sophia, Mary and 
Hannah. 

Samuel’s first wife was Nancy 
Hartman, and ids second Margaret 
Siaven, both of Pocahontas County. 

John went to Ohio and James set¬ 
tled In llinois; Mary went with her 
brother to Ohio; Elizabeth became 
the wife of John Gum. I find no 
record of Sophia and Hannah. 

David Little Ruckman was born 
on Little Back Creek and he came to 
Pocahontas in 1832 and located cn 
the plantation now owned by Fred 
Ruckman. He died in 1841. Ills 
wife was Priscilla Wade, daughter of 
Otho Wade. She died in 18B0. 

Their eldest son Charles married 
MargarelGrittln, and went to Ohio. 

Samuel died, aged fifteen tears 
The third son was Colonel John 
Wade Ituckman. His wife was Mar- 
gaietAnn Moore. Tlielr son Mathew 
married Margaret Hogsett, who lives 
at the homestead with her son Ered. 

James Watts Ruckman married 
Caroline Urtiffey, daughter of Patrick 
lirulley. Their son was William 
Wallace Ruckman, who married Eliz- 
beih Patton; their son Is Early Ruck¬ 
man, uf Stamping Creek. James W. 
| Huckman's second wire was Caroline 
| *rhugait. Tlielr sons, the late M 
Kuckman; O W. Ruckman, James 
uokiinut, ut whose homo the 
*111 l»e held neat Sunday. 
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Ij rLJtl 11 !r l<> (Milo; killxubetli became 
Um wife u( Jolin C» ii in - 1 tlud no 

record of Sophia and liannali. 

Ilavld Little Ruckman was born 
on IilHIc Back Creek and lie oame to 
Pocahontas lit 1«B2 and located cn 
U,e plantation now owned by Fred 
Ruckman. He died 111 1841. Ills 
wife was Priscilla Wade, daughter of 
Otlio Wade. She died in 18110. 

Tliclr eldest son diaries married 
MargarelGritttn, and went to Ohio. 

Samuel died, aged lifleen years 
The third son was Colonel John 
Wade Ruckman. Ills wife was Mar 
gaietAnn Moore. Their son Mathew 
married Margaret llogsett, who lives 
at the homestead with her son Fred. 

James Watts Ruckman married 
Caroline Urutfsy, daughter of Patrick 
BrulTey. Their son was William 
Wallace Ruckman, who married F.lix- 
beih Patton; their son Is Early Ruck- 
man, of Stamping Creek. James W. 
Ruckman’s second wife was Caroline 
Arhogast. Their sons, the late M. 
F. Ruckman; O W. Ruckman, James 
R. Ruckman, at whose homo the 
reunion will he held next Sunday. 
Their daughter, Nancy Priscilla, be¬ 
came the wife of Win Held Slaven 
In tlm war between the States James 
W. Ruckman was a Confederate sol¬ 
dier, and died as a prisoner of war. 
lie served In the llith Virginia Cav 
alrv. Captain Win. McNeel’sCompany 
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